
Breakfast with

MPP 
Todd Smith

A game plan
for building

Bay of Quinte







Bill Belichick

“Mental toughness is going out there 
and doing what’s best for the team, even

when it’s not the best thing for you.”

“We can always look back and second
guess things that were or weren’t done,
but I’d say the most important thing for
us is to look at future decisions and try 

to make the best ones that we can.”



COVID-19 was “like a game-changing hit”

“…weaknesses that developed over time were exposed”



“Despite years of record revenues
and spending, we did not invest

enough in addressing our long-term 
care or hospital capacity.”

Ottawa Citizen



“We needed to 
protect our health
system to deliver, 
Similar to the way 

those teams on 
the weekend paid 
their big linemen

to protect the 
skilled players.”



The game plan:

A. Preserve existing 
capacity

B. Build additional 
capacity quickly

C. Drive and 
support new 
growth



Annualized base funding 
increases for small, 

medium, and multi-site
hospitals have increased 
QHC’s base funding from 

$145,685,459 
in 2017-2018 to
$167,832,552 

in 2021-2022. This sustains 
programming and staffing 

at all four of the 
corporation’s hospitals.



Consistent increases to the Health 
Infrastructure Renewal Fund have helped 

hospitals maintain comfortable environments
for patients, families and staff.

Through the Nursing Graduate Guarantee and the 
Temporary Pandemic Pay program,  the government

has provided stability and career advancement
for local nurses within QHC hospitals.



Commitments of $8.7 million for final 
planning stages for the new Prince 
Edward County Memorial Hospital 

(which is expected to go to tender in 
2023), and $4.5 million for a regional 
ICU expansion at Belleville General 
Hospital will address local needs in 

Bay of Quinte years to come.



Hospice Quinte’s new Stan Klemencic
Care Centre is a state-of-the-art facility

for residential palliative care,bereavement,
and related services. The Province provided

a $1.2-million capital grant and increased
Operational funding in support. 

By doubling the project budget to $14 million, the 
government supported a satellite Community Health
Centre adjacent to the Trenton Memorial Hospital.  It 
will offer a range of services in a hub model and serve 
people who may have had to travel to Belleville within 

their own community. The centre should open soon.



A commitment of $3.8 B over
10 years will help improve 

mental health services across 
Ontario, including those 

offered by local agencies.

Addictions and Mental Health
Services HPE has a 

particularly exciting pilot, 
Project Impact, which 
embeds mental health 

professionals in policing 
operations in Belleville and 
Quinte West. The team can 

quickly de-escalate emergent 
situations and help connect 

individuals to ongoing 
supports.  Our government 

provided $1.2 million to 
support this project. 



Even before COVID-19 the waiting list for long-term care beds in 
Ontario had grown to more than 38,000 and the mean wait time 

was 132 days.  The mean wait in the Quinte region was even longer.



The Province has committed to building 30,000 modern long-term care beds over a 
10-year period. Both H.J. McFarland Memorial Home and Westgate Lodge will see 

160-bed redevelopments. Coupled with projects in neighbouring ridings, we should 
see well over 1,500 new beds in projects already announced.  
Further announcements are expected in the coming weeks. 



Ontario has committed $6 million to expand community paramedicine
across Hastings and Prince Edward counties, easing capacity pressures 

at hospitals and long-term care homes. 



Ontario has committed to:

• Funding an increase 
to four hours of daily 

average care per 
resident by 2025 

• Hiring an additional 
27,000 staff members 

to reach that 
commitment

• Strengthening the 
inspection regimen 

and increasing 
penalties for 

non-compliance



Loyalist College has been a great partner in  meeting 
the health human resources needs in our community.
Between accelerated PSW training, a new four-year 
degree program in nursing, and a focus on practical 

placements, it is delivering trained health-care workers.



By supporting Loyalist’s
public-private partnership

and offering funding to help
it weather COVID-19 and
develop online learning

Materials, the government is
helping the college to train
Its students for in-demand 

careers in our region.



Skills training, worker attraction programs  
supports growth in key local economic sectors



Eastern Ontario Development Fund supports 
expansion, job creation in Quinte region

$500,000 grants for Sprague 
Foods, Ontario Truss and 
Wall leverage millions of 

dollars of private investment



ICIP partnership delivers critical infrastructure



Resilient Communities
and

Community Building
grant funds support 

Bay of Quinte
organizations



It’s time to build in Bay of Quinte



U-Haul names Belleville
one of Canada’s top-five

Growth cities two years in a row,
Friendly City rises from fourth

to second place this year



An accelerated EA approval 
process on Bell Boulevard

paves way for development

“If we had been required 
to complete another EA 
process we could easily 

have been forced to defer 
construction with 

thousands of dollars in 
additional cost.”

Mayor Panciuk



Considering vital transportation infrastructure, such as Hwy 401
widening and the proposed Belleville East Arterial Route, which

would bring traffic directly to the growing North East Industrial Park



Expanding transit connections within and between our communities



Twinning the 
Norris Whitney Bridge

could help ease 
pressures on local 

roads due to 
Expected growth.



Creating an environment to support 
more new home building 



Ontario plans to designate the Point 
Petre Wildlife Reserve and Ostrander 

Point Crown Land Block as the 
Province’s first new conservation 
reserve since 1999.  This will both 

preserve the land for years to come, 
but also provide continued recreation 

and visitation to our area.



Exciting times to be
Minister of Energy 



Wishing you all a happy
Family Day weekend!



Questions?
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